
Global  in  Nature?

Yes .  Annual  conference and distr ict

boundaries  wi l l  be  new in  many

places .  General  Conference wi l l  meet

every two years  whi le  the church is

organiz ing and every s ix  years

afterward .

General  Conference ,  

AC ,  Distr ict  Structures?

Boards and Agencies?

Trust  Clause on Local

Church Propert ies

Post-Separat ion 
United Methodist  Church

Global  Methodist  Church

TWO FUTURE METHODIST
DENOMINATIONS COMPARED
By Rev .  Chr is  Ritter*

 Yes .  Annual  conference and distr ict

boundaries  l ikely  wi l l  be  adjusted in

many locat ions  fol lowing the

separat ion .

New ,  leaner  structure  with  a  s ingle

connect ional  operat ions  off icer

overseeing .

Yes .  Annual  conference and distr ict

boundaries  l ikely  wi l l  be  adjusted in

many locat ions  fol lowing the

separat ion .

Local  church property  owned by

the local  church .

Likely  yes  (U .S . ,  Western Europe ,

parts  of  Phi l ippines ,  and maybe

Afr ica )

Likely  yes  (U .S . ,  Eastern Europe ,

parts  of  Phi l ippines ,  and Afr ica ) .

Some former  UMC conferences  in

Latin  America  and Asia  have

indicated an interest  in  jo in ing ,  too .

Openly  Non-cel ibate

homosexual  or

Transgender  Bishops

and Clergy?

Yes No

Clergy Performing 

Same-Sex Weddings? Yes ,  i f  they so choose . No

Local  church property  held  in  trust
for  the annual  conference .

Female  Clergy at

Al l  Levels  

of  Leadership?

Yes Yes

Clergy Deployment

Ordained c lergy guaranteed an

appointment  by the bishop ,  and the

local  church guaranteed a  pastor  of

the bishop ’s  choosing —  with

consultat ion .

Col laborat ive  appointment  system

where church lay  leaders  have a

bigger  voice  in  the appointment .  No

guaranteed appointments  for  c lergy .

Bishop must  s ign off  on the select ion

made .  Minor ity  candidates  must  be

considered .

Name?  The United Methodist  Church The Global  Methodist  Church

*Used with permiss ion .  For  more ,  p lease v is i t  www .peopleneedjesus .net .  



Bishops

Clergy Pensions?

Theology

Yes .  B ishops for  l i fe  ( in  the U .S ) .

Selected by Jur isdict ional/Central

Conferences  and paid  by General

Church .

Yes .  Term- l imited .  Cal led by the

annual  conference from a  l ist  of

candidates  approved at  General

Conference .

Administered by Wespath

“We bel ieve that  l i fe  is  a  holy  gift

of  God whose beginnings and

endings are  set  by God ,  and that  i t

is  the part icular  duty of  bel ievers

to protect  those who are

powerless  to  protect  themselves ,

inc luding the unborn .  We bel ieve

human l i fe  begins  at  conception

and abort ion ends a  human l i fe .”

 P lural ist ic ,  f lexible  per  “Our

Theological  Task ,”  with  art ic les

and confession retained as  h istor ic

markers .

Classic ,  per  the Methodist  Art ic les

of  Faith  and EUB Confession of

Faith ,  but  updated into a  s ingle

document in  today ’s  vernacular

(this  work is  to  be done by a  blue-

r ibbon commission created at  the

f irst  Convening Conference ) .

Ordination

Elders  and Deacons are  separate

orders .  Commissioning is  a  step

toward ordinat ion in  both

orders .Many/most c lergy are  non-

ordained ,  l icensed local  pastors  with

l imited sacramental  authority .

Deacons do not  have ful l  sacramental

authority .

Note :  This  is  a  work in  progress .  In  an

effort  to  restore  the connect ion

between ordinat ion and the

sacraments ,  there  may be a  return to

the pre-1992  understanding that

elders  are  f i rst  ordained as  deacons .

Local  pastors  wi l l  f i rst  be  ordained as

deacons .  When they have completed

course of  study ,  they may pursue

elder 's  orders .  There  wi l l  be

permanent  deacons and deacons on

their  way to  becoming elders .

Deacons have sacramental  authority .

Distr ict

Superintendents?
Yes .  Appointed by the bishop .

Presiding Elders  (the histor ic  term

for  DS ’s )  may also  serve a  local

church .  They wi l l  be  selected by the

bishop from a  nominated s late

elected at  a  distr ict  conference .

Distr ict  s ize  wi l l  be  smal ler .

Clergy Appointment

Length? One year  at  a  t ime .
Open-ended .  The bishop ’s  consent

is  required to  declare  a  pulpit  open .

Administered by Wespath

Apport ionments
Yes

Yes ,  General  Church apport ionments

wi l l  be  about  half  of  what  is  paid  by

a UMC congregation currently .

Conference apport ionments  are  up

to each annual  conference but

encouraged to  be lean .

Posit ion on Abort ion Likely  Nuanced Pro-Choice

Graphics  by F i l ip ino United Methodist  Tradit ional ists  (vis it  hol inessandtruth .org )


